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'This book is dedicated to the thousands of souls who
have lived in Timai over thousands of years and the
people who work tirelessly to discover the spark and
tend the fire.
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Yeu eRE Timen

id you know that you live in a very

important place? That’s what this

whole book is about. Your village

sits next to the ruins of two linked
ancient cities, Thmuis and Mendes, or, as you
might have heard them called, Tell Timai and
Tell el-Ruba. People from all over the world
know about Mendes and soon they will know
just as much about Thmuis, your Timai. The
history contained in the ground of these two
places is precious not just to Egypt, but to the
entire world. We can learn so much from these
places as long as they are protected.

You are at the heart of this mission. You
should take pride in your village being the
keeper of the mysterious place called Tell
Timai. We have a lot to learn. The sources of
written history about this area are few which
is why it is imperative that we do careful
excavations to finish the history books about
the incredible Eastern Delta and your village’s
jewel, Tell Timai.
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Whe ere swe?

e are  archaeologists,

scientists, and scholars

from all over the world:

America, Australia, Italy,
Mexico, Germany, Nigeria, and more. We have
come to study and preserve ancient Timai. We
work closely with Egypt’s Supreme Council
of Antiquities and professional excavators
called “Quftis” because they are from the town
of Quft. Many local people help us as well.
None of the artifacts leave Egypt. Not a single
pottery sherd.

We would like to share with you the history,
as we know it, of ancient Timai. We want
to show you how this city fits into the larger
history of Egypt.
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It may not look like much: some fallen
down mud brick structures, broken pottery
in a dirt field dotted with square holes. This
is science in progress! It’s the science of
archaeology. We are here to methodically dig
and record evidence. A “Tell” is 2 mound of
layers of material history otherwise known
as stuff. People are always leaving their stuff
around or abandoning one house or building
for another one. Then, they build on top.
'Through scientific searching, we can tell where,
when and how people thousands of years ago
lived. Layers at the top are the newest and
each layer down is further back in time. We
have found that people lived in ancient Timai
throughout many different phases of history:
the Late Period of Ancient Eg
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We can learn the history through the
evidence. If the evidence is tampered with we
can't learn anything and the story of Timai
dies. Help us give Tell Timai the attention and
protection it deserves. The secrets of ancient
history may lay in the outskirts of your town.
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Whet’s i ¢ neme?

SadVo ch "gLé" P""‘" (TR e

he name “Timai” connects the

present to the ancient past in a

single word. Timai has had almost

the same name for 2,500 years!

The first moment a person walked south from

Mendes to make their home outside of the old,

stuffy city, Timai was settled. “T'imai” means

“new land.” Perhaps someone gave Timai its

name in a scenario just like that, by walking
south and whispering “Timai” to themselves.

The name has changed slightly over the

years. Initially it would’ve been pronounced

as “Tamawee.” It would be written in

hieroglyphs. When the Greeks came to Timai,
they pronounced it “Thmouis,” which worked
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better for the foreign tongue. Whoever lives in
a place shapes it. Somehow “Thmouis” became
“Thmai” and then finally “Timai” as we know
it today.
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id you know the Nile river used to

run through Timai during ancient

times? It did! The wet Delta soil

is the best in all of Egypt and has
been for thousands of years.

If you look at a map, the Nile River looks
like the trunk of a big tree that splits into
branches at the top. The Nile flows from Upper
to Lower Egypt and divides into smaller
branches in the Delta, the region where you
live. Just as a tree’s branches give life to the
green leaves and fruit, the Nile’s branches give
life to the Delta land. Life in Egypt has always
revolved around the Nile river. Water, food,
transportation, the Nile does it all.
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In ancient times the people of Egypt called
their country Kemet meaning ‘Black Land’
because of the rich, dark earth. Most people in
the Delta are farmers who supply food to all of
Egypt. We would all be hungry if not for the
farmers and the Delta soil.

The river is wild. Sometimes it changes
directions and makes a new path, leaving a
dry bed in its wake. This is what happened to
Timai. We think it happened before the time
of the prophet Muhammad. A large branch of
the Nile, called the Mendesian branch, coursed
eastward through new terrain and civilization
moved with it. Those people created the now
booming city of el Mansurah. Just think, if
the river hadn’t changed, your village would
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probably have one million residents as el
Mansurah does today. If that had happened the
precious ancient ruins of Timai would surely
be underneath the large city and inaccessible
to archaeologists.

Now the Nile river has only two main
branches and looks like a ‘Y’ from above
instead of a tree. In ancient times there were
seven branches. People set up houses and
began to live in the wetland by the river in a
city later named Mendes. Some people call
it “City of the Ram” because the people of
ancient Mendes worshipped a god with the
head of a ram.

The Delta region was even more wet and
fertile than it is now. It was called “Land of the
Flood” by the ancients because every year the
river ran over with water and wetted the land
for the summer months. In the recent century,

dams were built at the river’s source in Aswan
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to control the floods.

In addition to the river, there were many
lakes, lagoons and marshes. Can you imagine
swimming in a lake nearby your house
now? Look out! Back then crocodiles and
hippopotamus were seen frequently in the
waterways. You had to be careful while fishing
for Nile perch. Maybe we will find the skeleton
of a crocodile or the big square teeth of a
Hippo at Tell Timai. We have already found
the bones of ancient fish among tiny shells in
what we suspect was the harbor.

The harbor of Mendes was known as the
“Lake of Crocodiles.” Ships would sail into
this harbor and unload trade goods. Many
storage jars of containing oil and wine from
the Greek Islands and Phoenicia were found

during excavation. This tells us the southern

shore of Mendes” harbor is the drop-off point.
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From this now empty harbor you can see
“the hill of bones” or kom el-adhem. Scientists
still don’t know what the purpose of this hill of
bones was to the ancient people.

Because of its river location, Mendes grew
in population in the 7th to 4th centuries BCE.
Mendes became so large that some residents
moved south along the Nile and started a
new sister town. Timai became the industrial
center of these twin cities, leaving many of the
administration and religious duties to Mendes.

13



14

Tell el-Rubla
(Mendes)



herielvure

dely;)

he Delta is the breadbasket of

Egypt and at one time a lotof the F ——-— P » -
world depended on Egyptitorgrow e L
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was spun into threads and woven into linen for
clothing. Egypt’s reputation for great fabric is
thousands of years old!

Ancient Delta farmers used donkeys and
oxen to plow their fields just as the farmers in
Timai do today.
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ow different would your life be

if you were born 2,500 years ago

in the same town. You would

worship a ram headed god and

his wife who was part fish. You would eat bread

and vegetables. Forget school! You might work

as a fisherman on a skiff or boat made of reeds.

You might farm crops. You might crush herb

and plants at the perfume factory.

There was no electricity or running water,

but youd still have games to play. Even the

ancients needed entertainment! We have

found evidence of ancient game boards at Tell
Timai. Sometimes the circus would travel
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through and perform. Oil lamps to light
the night could be bought in the likeness of
upside-down Nubian acrobats. You could
hang it inside your the mud brick house you
lived in. Later, when you need a miracle, you
could bring it as an offering to the gods at the
temple.

You wouldn't have many clothes, just a
linen tunic and if you were lucky, sandals. No
pants! If your family had any money you would
probably wear some gold or silver jewelry even
as a child.
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n ancient times, the goal of each country

was to expand their empires. Staying

the same size was not possible because

others were always warring with you to
take what you had. Egypt is at the heart of
the Middle East and the ancient world. If it
wasn't Syria or Greece from the north or Libya
from the west, it was Nubia attacking from the
south.

Countries competed and land changed
hands. Constant war was common. Everyone
was trying to be the toughest, the most
powerful.

At one time Mendes was the capital of
Egypt. The capital of Egypt is now Cairo. For
thousands of years when Egypt was ruled
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by Pharaohs throughout thirty dynasties or s deole S dds ol @3l 5 ol i

generations of ruling families, Memphis or

Thebes was usually the capital. And once, even - ; R T .
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Much destruction in Mendes was done
by the Persian Empire. The Persians invaded
and conquered Egypt for a brief time. History
depicts them wearing striped pants. They had

weird looking bulbous headdresses, pants, and 3o pae &Y "G s SSS" eds gpan o chsdl Guusds
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Luckily, an Egyptian Pharaoh named
Nektanebo II came to rescue and he led the
army to defeat the Persians in a deadly battle.
He was heralded as the “defender of Egypt”
until his death in 362 BCE. Statues of this man
were found in Mendes. At one point during
Nektanebo IT’s reign there was an uprising of
the Egyptian people. A man from Mendes
declared himself King of Egypt, he wanted
to rule. The people of Mendes supported
him, but the true King did not. Nektanebo
II quieted this man. His name is erased from
history. Ancient monuments existed with his
story told in hieroglyphs, but some people
were so angry they scratched his name off the
monument. We don’t know his name and we
may never find out. That’s what happens when
you challenge a King for his own title!
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lot of oil was shipped down the
branches of the river and into
Mendes and Timai. What was it
for? Perfume. These twin towns
were famous for their perfume. Mendesian
perfume was known all over the ancient world
to produce the finest fragrances. The artisans
used the oils to capture the hypnotizing scents
distilled from flowers, herbs, and seeds.
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Oil was shipped in large ceramic jugs called
amphorae. Amphorae were the shipping
containers and drums of ancient times. They
were used for everything: food, wine, fine clay,
and in this case, olive oil. Enormous sailing
ships carried many amphorae across the
Mediterranean ocean and down the Nile on
trade routes to different ports. As the river got
smaller, the goods would be moved to smaller
ships or skiffs able to navigate the windy
branches.

Many amphorae have stamps on their
handle that identifies where they are from. It
was how ancient people traded goods long ago.
It’s how archaeologists now find out the “who’s
who” of ancient economy. Greece, Rome,
Phoenicia, Syria: each had a different stamp. A
worker at the kiln would press the stamp onto
the handle of the amphora before it is fired to
preserve the stamp’s mark. Then the amphora
is fired in a kiln, filled and shipped out to sea
loaded up for land travel.
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When the perfume was ready to be sold it
would be poured into smaller, more beautiful
ceramic bottles with skinny necks and a round
body as small as an apple. Perfume is expensive
and potent. A little goes a long way. Many of
these small bottles have been found at Timai.
We even found an amphora that had once been
full of imported fine white clay from Edfu
used to make special perfume bottles. Most of
the ceramics we find are made with local Nile
silt which has a terracotta color and a larger
granules. It feels more gritty to the touch.

Ceramics can tell us so much about ancient
culture, who was blending and changing and
how. When we find Greek style dining dishes
or Greek god figurines made
in the local Nile silt, we
know the Greeks culture has
been adopted in Egypt. It is
remarkable to see!

On the Tell Timai site we
also believe we have found
the ancient perfume factory.
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There aren't any machines or smog like modern
factories, just evidence of dedicated artisans
working by hand to pry the essence of flowers and
preserve them. A series of large ceramic mixing

pots were found in the frame of a workshop.
(Sadly, shortly after we excavated the perfume
workshop, it was destroyed by looters. Tragedies
like this can be prevented.)

We can see on a wall carving from a tomb
found at Pairkep of the process of making the

elusive Lily perfume how intricate the process is.

One very famous patron of Timai’s perfume
production was none other than Cleopatra, the
last Queen of Egypt herself. She was a famous
seductress who romanced the ruler of the
Roman Empire, Julius Caesar, and then Caesar’s
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backstabbing friend Marc Antony. 'This
love triangle of romance led to the downfall
of Egypt, to Caesar’s assassination and to
both Cleopatra and Marc Antony’s suicides.
The couple killed themselves, Cleopatra by
snakebite, in 31 BCE after they lost the
famous Battle of Actium. Rome and the young
vengeful emperor Octavian then ruled Egypt.

We imagine a woman this desired—to
destroy three lives and an Empire forl-as
beautiful, ancient statues tell another tale.
Perhaps it was her special perfume that
made these men act wild. Her perfume that
was made in Timai. The recipe is still known
and kept secret. Perhaps it is too dangerously
intoxicating!

We know perfume was produced here for
hundreds of years. The type of pottery used
to make the large mixing vats is Hellenistic
(Greek) in style, giving it a date of 3rd or
4th century BC. Ancient writing from the
Greek explorer Herodotus gives us the record
of Cleopatra’s commission up until 31 BC.
Who knows how long perfume was produced
at Timai> We have to keep digging and
researching to find out.
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This old map shows Alexander the Great’s large empire during the ancient world.
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Persians are mean. They wear pants. They
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industrial suburb, but its probably pretty small.
Times are tough. The library was ransacked
and the Persians carted off all the precious
books for worship back to Asia. Some of them
were bought back later when the city recovers.
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having an excellent hairdo, Alexander the
Great was the King of Macedon. He quickly
conquered the Persian Empire and amassed the
enormous territory that was theirs, including
Egypt. Everyone in Egypt was happy. They
called Alexander the deliverer and pharaoh.
He established the capital as Alexandria. They
gave him a cartouche, five ancient symbols
to spell his name, and depicted his image on
temple walls. It was a high honor.

Part of the Macedonian Empire was the
country of Greece. When Alexander went to
fight more battles, he left Egypt in the control
of his Greek army general Ptolemy Lagus.
At first they got along, but that wouldn't last
forever.

When Alexander the Great died in battle at
Babylon in 323 BCE his general Ptolemy took
control. Ptolemy even hijacked Alexander’s
body while it was being transported back to
Macedonia. Ptolemy stole his corpse and put
it in a decorated tomb in Alexandria where it
still might be buried under the city.

Alexander’s life was short, but he
accomplished a lot, including restoring Egypt
to prominence by ending Persian rule and
instilling the Greek rulers who would then be
called the Ptolemaic Kings.
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t Tell Timai we sometimes find
medallions. They arent valuable

like our Egyptian pounds or

merican dollars or euros. Their

value is historical. It is informational. It tells us
who was in charge and what the date is. Just as
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every country puts their leaders on their coins
today, so did the ancients.

There once was a great house in Timai.
Its ruins exist today. The foundation and low
mud brick walls show rectangles that would
be rooms. A wealthy family lived here. In the
room that was the kitchen we found all kinds
of pottery for cooking and eating: plates, bowls,
cups, stew pots, casserole dishes and lids. We
know this room was the kitchen because of
these dishes. Could you ever imagine your own
dishes as a piece of history?
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'The floor of the kitchen is packed dirt, not
tile or wood like yours might be. Underneath
the floor a handful of coins were buried. The
coins depict the Ptolemaic king’s face on
one side and an eagle on the other. You can
imagine this wealthy house owner knelt down
in his kitchen. He carefully made a hole and
buried a cloth sack of coins he wished to keep
secret.

Why would a grown man bury coins? There
were no banks. Perhaps there was War. Perhaps
to hide from the merciless tax collectors. This
man was prominent in the community. One
room on the outside of his house appears to
have been rented out for use as a tavern. We
found many drinking cups and a dining platter
in there. Perhaps he buried them as an offering
to the gods for prosperity on his business?

Coins are also how we date when cities
thrived and when they fell. Coins from
Ptolemy I-IV have been found in the destroyed
houses. Most of the coins show the face of
Greco-Egyptian god, Zeus-Amon. While we
don't know what destroyed these rich houses,
the coins date the destruction to the time of
Ptolemy V. Some disaster, perhaps a rebellion
against the Ptolemaic rulers led to death and
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destruction at Timai in the 2nd century BCE.
Nearby, the Mendes harbor also faced
destruction. Perhaps the same hand of war
touched both cities at once. Our neighboring
excavation at Mendes found coins from
Ptolemy IV in the harbor, but no later
coins were found. After this destruction,
Timai was rebuilt and remained strong for
hundreds of years, but Mendes fell to ruin.
Soon, Timai became a very powerful city in
Egypt, outshining Mendes. This is because
the meandering Nile River favored Timai?
How was it a new city born from the ashes
of war grew to be so strong? This is one of the
mysteries we are studying at Tell Timai.
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few thousand years ago Pharaohs
ruled Egypt and people worshiped
many  different gods and
goddesses, some that were part
animal. It is typical now for people to worship
one god, but back then, there were hundreds.

Where your family might go to the hospital
to have a baby, the ancient women would go
to a birthing house. The ancient God Bes may
be an ugly dwarf, but he protects women and
children with his sword. He wears a feather
headdress and sticks out his tongue as a
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show of defiance to his enemies. We believe
Timai had a birthing house because of all the
many clay figurines of Bes we have found.
The ancient people believed the gods and
goddesses interacted closely in their daily life
and so they tried hard to please the gods with
flattery and gifts to win their favor. A pregnant
woman would stay in the birthing house when
it was time to have her baby. She would’ve seen
many images of Bes all around her.

Tawaret was a goddess who also assisted
with childbirth. Don’t be scared oft by her gruff
appearance: an intimidating hippopotamus, or
the crocodile who follows on her back, she is a
helpful goddess. Statuettes of this plump and
homely goddess have been found at Timai too.
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The Ram God named Banebdjedet is the
center of the cult at Mendes. He represents
war power and also fertility. This god didnt
just have one ram head, he had four ram heads.
Sometimes he is only depicted with one, but
legend says he had four. Legend also says that
he contained the soul of a very important
earlier Egyptian god Osiris. Recently the
archaeologists at Mendes found a funerary
center with what they believe to be ritual ram
burials. His wife was a Fish Goddess. Perhaps
ancient people stood at the edge of the empty
harbor and tossed in figurines to the fish
goddess to pray for water.

An enormous Temple of the Ram was
built with a large pylon or gateway at Mendes.
Inside the temple four red granite naoi or
shrine stood tall. Each one would’ve house a
bigger-than-life statue for worship. Each naos
represented a different natural element: air, fire,
energy, earth. This temple was for Banebdjedet
who’s four heads represented the four natural

elements as well.
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Bastet the Cat goddess was worshipped in
the Delta and even had a whole city devoted
to her. That is the city Bubastis. Archaeologists
now call it Tell Bast. Bastet is often shown
on temples as having the great head of a cat
a top a wide fancy collar and the body of a
woman. Cats were considered more than pets
here, they were sacred. The tombs at Bubastis
contain many cat mummies!

i gu b IS Jigs B3kl Grubll ool oo ST JLE oo
Iy .dydlly dBlallsyWls slsa)lS dezahall dladl polis oo Calise
Trais dugdy oo ooy IS dig @iy "Cumraey” Y B3l sl

Lo demdall polisll e

loboST duss les b Wl @ s dg)] "Caruly” dadll SIS
&8l GV Lgade SBYI slode Gl 5 "pustulisy” dde o3
Soad Byg0 § wlell Oz Jo Il § Cowly jaby b
e Y duwdie Ol uss bl ColS 058 Bobg b (ol )
oo WS e geis "puitubs” @ pEb Sl daT Sblse

1O5kagaS daioed] Jaladll



ing of Egypt Ptolemy IV was

busy with battles. He led troops in

to fight in the fourth Syrian War.

Greek historian of the time

named Polybius wrote down the history as
it was happening.

Ptolemy IV had 70,000 soldiers on foot,
5,000 soldiers on horseback, and 73 war
elephants. His enemy, Antiochus, had slightly
fewer soldiers, but more war elephants and
bigger war elephants from India. Ptolemy
IV’s war elephants were smaller African
elephants.

One night before battle a traitor formerly
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in Ptolemy IV’s army, named Theodotus the
Aectolian, snuck inside their camp with the
intent to kill him. He failed to assassinate
the King in his tent, so the battle began. The
warring teams went to battle on modern day
Gaza on June 22nd 217 BC. Ptolemy IV’s
small elephants ran in fear. It looked bad.
The enemy had enormous war elephants that
crushed many infantry under their stomping
feet. All was chaos. The small flecing elephants
disrupted the formed lines of the soldiers.
Thousands were killed. Antiochus and the
Syrian army even began to retreat, they were
so sure of their victory. But they were wrong,
Ptolemy IV pushed his army further, sending
his mass of native Egyptian soldiers in deeper.
They charged in a dense rectangle formation
and carried very long spears. The Syrian’s were

defeated.
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The historian Polybius credited the
confidence of the native Egyptian soldiers
for Ptolemy IV’s victory. He was given
full Pharaonic honors for this win. This
marked a special time for relations between
Egyptian’s and the Ptolemies who ruled their
country. It was a time of collaboration and
understanding. But just like Egypt’s control
of Syria, this time of prosperity would not
last.

Antiochus would defeat Ptolemy V and
regain the territory.

Ptolemy V may have lost the 5th Syrian
War—perhaps he brought tiny elephants
too?—but he did commission one of the most
important documents in history: the Rosetta
Stone. A refrigerator sized stone tablet with
the same text in three different languages

carved into it: Egyptian hieroglyphs,
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Demotic script (another form of Egyptian
writing), and ancient Greek. Ptolemy called
this trio: the language of the gods, the language
of documents, and the language of the Greeks.
'This was a time when the population was still
very much mixed up and the new king felt he
must relate to everyone, to unite everyone.

Thousands of years later when no one
wrote or understood hieroglyphs or demotic
script, this tablet would come in handy when
it was stumbled upon by a wandering French
soldier. Indeed it unlocked the door to nearly
all modern knowledge about Ancient Egypt.

The Rosetta stone was carved to announce
a decree at Memphis. The decree records the
crowning of Ptolemy V at the age of twelve!
His reign began when he was five years old,
too young to rule, but at twelve, he was ready.
Can you imagine ruling the country of Egypt
at twelve years old? What would that be like?
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an explorer named Edouard Naville. This
floor now rests on the wall at the museum at
Alexandria, on display. See her eyes? Is that

too much kohl? Does someone need to tell
this Ptolemaic queen to lay off the make-up?
Historians believe it was a medical condition
that caused her eyes to pop out. At least the
artist was faithful. Coins with her image show
the same surprised face.

If she did have an ugly face, perhaps it is
best that a stone statue of her found in the
1930s is missing the head! The drapery of her
dress is stunning. Her figure is like a goddess.

"The mosaic shown above is one of two that
were found near your town.
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R Remen Eat

ecently at Tell Timai we found a

perfectly preserved cat skeleton in

what may have been the cellar to a

oman house. The curve of the cat’s

back was round indicating that the cat was

lying down. Between the tiny paw bones of

the cat was clutched a larger lamb bone. This

tenacious cat held fast to his treat while has

was taken by surprise and crushed to death by
a collapse! Poor time to take a catnap.

Was it an earthquake? Maybe. It is possible.
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We know it was a fancy house. Nearby we
found carved bone eyeliner sticks that women
used to apply black kohl around their eyes.
‘We also found coins that indicate wealth, but
also the time: 3rd century AD, Roman times.

'The Roman Empire was extremely rich, but
also very dominating. They conquered Egypt
from Cleopatra and the Ptolemies after Julius
Casear was killed. The Roman government
fumed. The emperor Octavian raged. In their
anger the stormed across the Mediterranean,
barged into Egypt, and took control.

'The Romans occupied Mendes and Timai
just like many other cities in Egypt. The
fate of the cat of Timai was characteristic
of Roman treatment. Sure, they built fine
temples in veined white marble in Timai.
'The foundations still exist. We can imagine a
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large sweeping stairway leading up to a row of
columns encasing a statue. They decorated the
cities to glorify themselves, not the Ram god.

'The Roman government set up for Mendes
and Timai taxed citizens so badly that many
fled. During the second century AD some local
people became so angry about the oppression
that they formed gangs and rebelled.

An existing document, a papyrus, found
on site recorded the situation. Timai had also
been divided into four sections and given
street addresses, just like you have today. What
once was a main street lined with shops and
restaurants is now a deteriorated series of mud
mounds lining a straight dirt strip. We can
imagine what it was like when the village was
growing. Timai prospered, meanwhile Mendes
dwindled to a center for city government
administration, but was then abandoned
altogether.

The papryus listed 3,560 houses in Timai!

How many houses are in your village today?
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'This famous mosaic floor map, the Madaba Map,
shows Timai as a prominent city in the Christian
era. Look! There's even a church on the map.
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hleng came

CenSTERTIRE

onstantine became Emperor of

Rome, his reign stretched out in

all directions. Roman controlled

almost all of the Middle East and
Europe. He had a giant sculpture of himself
carved from white marble. Only the head
and the hand remain today, but they tell the
story. The head represents his ideas. The hand
represents his will being done.

Constantine converted to the religion
Christianity. The effects of his personal change
impacted the empire all the way down to the
city of Timai. Suddenly it was no longer okay
to worship the ram god. No longer would
Timai residents mark the cat goddess festival
of nearby Bubastis on their calendars. In
desperation and secrecy the citizens of Timai
may have thrown devotional figurines of their
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50

true gods into the Nile river in hopes of a
miracle.

But they would not receive a miracle.

Christian Constantine called the eastern
half of his empire, including Egypt, the
Eastern Roman Empire. Christianity spread
throughout the world and caught on in Egypt.
A small sect of Coptic Christians still exists in
Egypt today.

The Mendesian branch of the Nile
seemed to go the way of the old gods, ancient
hieroglyphs, even Ptolemaic culture. Soon
they would be dried up and forgotten.
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istory has a way of erasing and

replacing what has come before

it. Sometimes history is scratched

off like the Mendesian uprising
leader’s name from the stone tablets recording
history. Sometimes history is pushed out the
back door like the statue of Banebdjedet in
Mendes’ Temple of the Ram to make room for a
statue of a Roman god.

But that is the nature of time.

The Arab Empire grew and after the prophet
Muhammad heard his calling from God, the
empire was destined to expand. They conquered
Syria next door and had their eyes on Egypt.
Shortly after Muhammad’s death in 632 AD,
the general Amr ibn al-As led the army across
Palestine into Egypt. The capital at Alexandria
was taken within a few days.

Perhaps they marched right through Timai.
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Perhaps they battled there. Very few
ceramics and coins show the coming of Islam
at Tell Timai, so we conclude that ancient

Timai was abandoned near that time. Perhaps
the Nile river had shifted into three branches
by then, leaving Timai to become history.

Many years later, your new modern village
Timai al Amdid was built nearby the ancient
ruins. For many centuries, citizens came back
to the ruins. They recycled the old Roman
bricks and stones to build new houses and
buildings. Our scientists can spot these while
walking through your village! The bones of the
old city, by a miracle of God, have remained
for all of us to study. They hold a legacy of
wealth, glory, and learning.
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Crees 6f TimMen

SU Juditus Jol e JUas

ou can be a hero. Protecting the

legacy of Timai is an important

job. Every day is a day where the

history of Timai and Mendes can

be lost to looters, opportunists, and packs of
wild dogs digging at the mudbrick structures.

Nearby Tell el-Rub’a (Mendes) is currently

more protected than Tell Timai (Thmuis).

They have a wall surrounding it and buildings

for staff to live and work in. Our effort is newer.

‘We also have more left to discover. Where
exactly was the harbor at Timai? How large?
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What kind of shops lined the Roman era main
street? What gods or leaders had statues in the
temples? We don’t have a wall, so we need the people
of Timai el-Amdid to be our wall, our protectors of
this history.

One day your village Timai el-Amdid could
host a museum about Timai and Mendes to attract
people from all over the world to this little town.
Already archaeologists from fourteen different
countries come here yearly to study this site. Tell
Timai has already contributed a great deal to our
understanding of the lives of the ancient peoples.
Who knows what mysteries can still be discovered.
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A fictional sko? based on
archaeological evidence from
Tell Timai, Eqypt
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Somewhere i Timal in the 4th century BCE..
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It was daybreak. The potters son
slept, still n a deep dream. His
woven reed wat felt warm. The
goddess Isis offered him coins
from her palm. That IS farfetched,
he thought, still watching her in
his minds eye. His fathers voice
shot  through him Llike cold
water, Thats right. Today was an
important dav.




No time to stop at the temple and
pray to the Ram God Banebd jet,
they had to get to the port.
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Out in the village of Timai the sun
was high and hot. The potter and his
son ran to their sister ciby, Mendes.
They used to Live in Mendes, but it was
so crowded now, His father needed
space to make and fire pottery A
Lot of people move to work and live
outside the ciby,
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Huge ships sailed down the Mendesian
branch of the Nile River to get to this

ort. Some from the Mediterranean, other
ships brought goods down the Nile from
Upper Eqypt. Smaller boats delivered the
tkems to shore.




The Po&&er sried what he needed and
ran over to get ik, There was no time
to spare. It was an amphora, a big
ceramic container nearly as big as
the potter’s son. Who khows what was
n there: food, oil, wine?
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Rack ab Ehe workskop itk was
reveated...ci.aj. CLAY? But we have
cLav right here! Pro&es&ed the
otter’s som. It was true, the potter
used local Nile silk for making
many dishes, cups, and cooking
Poi:s.
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This clay was different, explained
the potter. FLrsEiz, the color was Pod.e
pink. He pinched off a piece for his
son ko feel. It was so smooth, Nile silk
was rough. This clay was better when
making small tkems,
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Also, Ethis clay had spiri&uat

| significance. It came from way

P9 up the Nile in Edfu, a city in
5| Upper Equpt protected by ancther
b} Ram God named Khinum,




Banebd jet, the Ram God of Mendes [&
was usually shown with four ram
heads and wings, but they were both Ju
Ram Gods, That was special, '

The potter wmade wany beautiful
bottles, or Unguentaria, out of the
pate pink clay. He put them into the
kiln and fired them that night. They
had to be ready for the morning.
The potter’s son wanted to dream,
but was too excited to sleep.
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He was up before
the sun with the
special bottle in
hand. The boy ran
Bl to  the perfume
§l shop as his father
told  him to.
Hypnotic smells of
frankincense hik
his nose before he
even opened the
- door.
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Mendes was famous
for its perfume. The
shop owner used a
special pouring pot to
transfer the perfume
oil into the tiny neck
of this clay bottle. His
father had made that
too, Just thewn, the
door opened.,



The qgoddess from his dreams
stepped forward and took the bottle.
Wos she real? He pinched himself.
She was. The lady wanted bto see
for herself where her intoxicating
perfume originated. The boy then
kinew he would follow his father
and become a potter. &
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WHERE DIP THIS STORY COME FROM?

REAL ARTIFACTS,
AT THE SITE OF ANCIENT TINA| ARCHAEOLOGISTS FOUNP SHERDS
OF CERAMIC PERFUME BPOTTLES WITH OIL RESIPUE INSIVE, THE
POURING VESSEL, AN AN ANPHORA CONTAINING PALE PINK CLAY

SCIENTISTS TESTED THE CLAY CONTENT IN A LAB AN THE
CERANICIST MATCHED THE CLAY WITH CLAY FROM EDFU. RESEARCH
SHOWEY EPFU WAS ALSO A RAM GOV CITY.

A COINCIPENCE? WE THINK NOT st elle
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Did you know that you live in a very
important place? That’s what this whole
book is about. Your village sits next to the
ruins of two linked ancient cities, Thumis and
Mendes. The history contained in the ground of
these two places is precious not just to Egypt,
but to the entire world. We can learn so much

from these places as long as they are protected.
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